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A-CARDS
master area/function

AIM
purpose

AUDIENCE
appropriate level of educational background of 
the students

BRAINSTORM
group activity by which efforts are made 
to find a conclusion for a specific problem 
by gathering a list of ideas spontaneously 
contributed by its members

BUSINESS MODEL
a plan for the successful operation of a 
business, identifying sources of revenue, the 
intended customer base, products, and details 
of financing

CONCEPT
an idea or abstract principle

55 CARDS
a tool for brainstorming

DEEP LEARNING
this form of learning involves transformation 
and is about understanding ideas for yourself 
and applying knowledge to new ideas 

IDEATION
the formation of ideas or concepts.

INNOVATION
a new thing or a new method of doing 
something

INNOVATIVE
new and original

INTERDISCIPLINARY
involving, or joining, two or more academic 
disciplines, or branches of learning

GLOSSARY

K-CARDS
inspiring keywords 

KEY THEMES
reocurring patterns of shared topics or 
meaning across data items, underpinned by 
a central concept, that are important to the 
understanding of a phenomenon and are 
associated with a specific research question

KEYWORDS
ideas and topics that define what your content 
is about

MACRO
large; relating to the whole of something, 
rather than its parts

MATERIALITY
fashioning through materials: material culture, 
materiality and processes of materialization

MICRO
you use micro to indicate that something 
relates to a specific area, rather than a general 
one

METHOD
a way, technique, or process of or for doing 
something

METHODOLOGY
a system of methods and principles for doing 
something

MODULE
teaching modules are usually conceptualized 
as self-contained “units” of content or 
technique, teaching modules are offered as 
“models” which have to be adapted by any 
given instructor who uses them to meet the 
circumstances of a specific course.

MODULE OUTCOME
break down unit into smaller components, to 
ensure that everything you wish students to 
be able to do, they are taught to do within your 
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SECONDARY RESEARCH
(desk research) involves gathering existing 
data that has already been produced

STRATEGIC LEARNING
involves organisation, achieving high grades by 
ticking boxes and producing content at speed. 

STRATEGY
a plan of action designed to achieve a long-
term or overall aim

SURFACE LEARNING 
reproduction/ coping with unit requirements, 
learning only what is required to pass the unit 
in good standing

TD MODULE
transdisciplinary 

TECHNOLOGY
methods, systems and devices which are the 
result of scientific knowledge being used for 
practical purpose

TROUBLE-SHOOTING
discovering why something does not work 
effectively and making suggestions about how 
to improve it

UNIT
Unit aims can be considered to be teaching 
intentions – they are what you intend to teach 
or facilitate the learning of

unit

LEARNING OUTCOMES?
learning outcomes are what you expect the 
student to be able to do and therefore they 
must be measurable through the assessment.

OBJECTIVE
something that you aim to do or achieve

PEDAGOGY   
relating to the methods and theories of 
teaching

PERSONA
the aspect of someone’s character that is 
presented to or perceived by others

PITCH
a business pitch is a presentation. The classic 
pitch is one delivered by startup founders to 
potential investors. 

PRIMARY RESEARCH
involves gathering new data that has not been 
collected before. For example, through surveys 
using questionnaires or interviews with groups 
of people in a focus group

PROTOTYPE
an original model, form or an instance that 
serves as a basis for other processes and 
future models – a way of testing

REFERENCING STYLE
a referencing style is a set of rules telling you 
how to acknowledge the thoughts, ideas and 
works of others in a particular way. 

RESEARCH METHODS
particular way of studying something in 
order to discover new information about it or 
understand it better

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
the process used to collect information and 
data for the purpose of inquiry


